
266 BUFF0NS.

fect ion, and propagated for our own use; and,

in general, that the most perfect species, espe.

cially among domestic animals, take their

origin from those wild and less perfect kinds

which resemble them the most, as the powers

of Nature are greatly augmented when united

to (hose of man.

Although the goat is a distinct species, and

possibly further removed from the sheep than

the ass is from the horse, yet the buck will.

as willingly couple with the ewe as the he-ass

with the. mare; the ram with the she-goat in

the same manner as the horse with the she-ass.

But though these couplings happen very fre

quently, and. are sometimes prolific, yet no in

termed iate species 1as been formed between the

goat and the sheep. The two species arcdis

tinct , remaining at the same distance from each

other; - no change has been effected by the

intermixture, no new or middle race has- arisen

tlerefrom; at most they have only produced

individual differences, which have no influence

on the unity of each primitive species, but, on

the contrary, confirm he reality of their dif.

fere'nt characteristics.

There are, however, many cases in which

we cannot distinguish these characters, nor pro

nounce on their differences with certainty :

there.
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