http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 267
there are others in' which we are obliged to
suspend our opinions, and ina great number of
others we have not the smallest ray of light for
our guide; for, independent of the u. certainty
arising from the contrariety of assertions re-
specting recorded facts, independeént of the
doubts resulting from the inaccuracy ofthose
who have endeavoured to observe Nature, the
greatest obstacle to the advancement of know-
ledge, is our ignorance of a great number of
effects which time has not disclosed tous, and
which can only be revealed to posterity by ex-
perience, and the most accurate observations;
in the mean time we stray in darkness, per-
plexed between prejudices and probabilitics,
ignorant even of possibilities, and every mo-
merit confounding’ the opinions of men with
the acts of Nature. -Examples arein dbun-
dance; but; without quitting our subject, we
know that the goat andthe sheep couple to-
gether; though we are still tolearn whether
the mule from this commixture is sterile or
fruitful.. We are apt to conclude that mules
in general, are barren, because those produced.
from the he-ass and' mare,or the horse and she-
ass, are sterile. But this opinion may have
no foundation, since the ancients positively
‘assert, that the mule produces at seven yeafs
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