http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

208 BUFFON’S

old and that it can produce with the mare- g
they say also that the she-mule is capable of
conception, but that she-cannot bring her fruit
to perfection. It is necessary therefore, to de-
stroy or confirm the truth of these facts, since
they obscure the real distinction of animals and
the theory of their generation; and though
we know distinctly the species of all the ani-
mals which surround us, yet weare ignorant
what might be produced by an intermixture
among themselves, or with foreign animals.
We are but ill informed of the jumar, an ani-
mal said to be the produce of a cow and an
ass, or a mare and abull.  Weare also igno-~
rant whether the zebra would not produce with
ihe horse or the ass, or the broad-tailed Barbary
ram with a common ewe; whether the cha-
mois goat be any thing more than a common
goat in a wild state, or whether an intermixture
would not form an intermediate race; whether
the monkeys are of different species, or, like
that of the dog, it is one and the same, but
varied by a great number of different breeds ;
whether the dog can produce with the fox and--
the wolf, the stag with the cow, &c. Our
ignorance in most of these cases is almost in-
yvincible, and the experiments which would
decide them require more time, care, and ex-

pence,
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