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pence, than the life and fortune of most men

can permit.

On the determination of these facts, how

ever, depends our knowledge of animals, the

exact distinction of their species, the intelli

gence of their genuine history and manner of

treating them. But since we are deprived of

knowledge so necessary, since it is not possible

to proceed upon positive facts, we cannot do

better than go step by step, to consider each

animal individually, to look on those as diffcr

ent species who do not procreate together, and

to write their history in separate articles, re

serving for ourselves a power to unite or sepa.

rate, as we shall acquire a more perfect know

ledge from our own experience, or from that

f others.

It is for this reason that though there are

many animals which resemble the sheep and

goat, we have taken notice ofonly the domestic

kinds. Weare ignorant whether foreign kinds

would intermix and form new races with our

common species; we are therefore authorized

to coñsi&r them as distinct species, till it can

be proved that theseforeign kinds can procreate

with thecornmo and produce fertile individu-

ls: this degree alone constituting the reality

of
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