
NATURAL HISTORY.

rays of the sun, and -sleeps therein w ithout suf

fèring a vertigo, rany other inconvenience.

He is not alarmed by rains or-storms, but ap.

pears sensible of the rigours o. cold. The ex

terior movements, as already remarked, çkpend

less on the conformation of th body than on

the srca.gtii and variety of their sensations, for

which reason they are more lively, and less re

gular iii the goat than in the sheep. The in

constancy ofhis disposition is strongly marked

by the irregularity of his actions ; lie walks,

stops short, runs, skips, jumps, advances, re

treats, shews and conceals himself, or flies off,

and all this from mere caprice,., and without

any other cause than what arises fron the,

whimsicality.of. his temper;, the suppleness. of

iis orgnsaud strength ancLncrvousaess ofbis

frame, arescarcely sufficient to support the pe,

tulance and rapidity of his natural motions.

That thesean imals are naturally fbiid of men,

and that even in uninhabited countries they

betray no savage dispottions, the following

anecdote is a strong confirmation. In 1698,

an English vessel having put into harbour.at

the island of Bonavista, two negroes went.on.

board, and offered the captain as many goats

as he chose to carry away. He exprcssing,a.

urprize at.this offer,-the negroes informed him

there.
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