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272 BUFFON’s

there were only twelve persons on the island,
and that the goats multiplied so fast as to be-
come exceedingly troublesome, for instead of
being hard to be caught, they followed them
about with a degree of obstinacy, like other
domestic animals. -

Themale(fig. 26) goat is capable of engender-
ing at a year, and the female at seven months
old; but the fruits of this early coupling are ge-
nerally weak and defective, and therefore they
arecommonly restrained until they are eighteen
months or two years. The he-goat is hand-
some, vigorous, and ardent; and one is suf-
ficient to accompany 150 females for two or
three months; but this ardour, which soon
consumes him, does not last more than three or
four years, and by the age of five or six, he
becomes aged and enervated. 'I'herefore, in
choosing a male for propagation, he should be
large, handsome, and about two years old;
his neck should be short and thick, his head
light, his ears hanging don, his thighs thick,
his legs firm, his hairblack, thick and solt, his
beard long and burhy. Thechoice of the female
( ﬁg- 27) is of less importance, only observing
that those with large bodies, thick thighs, who
walk light, have large udders, and soft bushy

hair, are the most preferable. They are usually
i
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