
NATURAL HISTORY. 73

two, very rarely three, and never more than
four; she conhinues to breed from one year or

eighteen months, until she is seven years of

age. The he-goat will propagate as long, and

Perhaps longer if proper care is taken of him;

but he commonly becomes useless at about
five, lie is (hen sent to fatten among the old

goats, and castrated kids which have been

emascl4lated at six months old, to render theiç
flesh morejuicy and tender. They are fattened

with great care, in the same manner as wethers,

but they are never so good, excepting in very
warm climates, where mutton is always ill

tasted. The strong smell of the goat does

not proceed from his flesh but his skin. Thcs

animals are not permitted to grow old, or

perhaps they might live to ten or twelve years;
but it is usual to kill them as soon as they

cease to multiply, because the ol4er they are

the worse is their flesh. Both male and feral

goats have horns, with a very few exceptions;

they vary very much in the colour of their hair:

it is said that those which are white, and have

no horns, give the most milk, and that the black

ones are the strongest. Though they cost

very little for their food they PFOtlIlce con

siderable profit; their flesh, tallow, hair, and

skin, are all valuable commodities. Their

Nn.2 milk
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