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NATURAL HISTORY. 3718

It is singular in these animals that their spe-
cies seem to be entirely distinct by itself, and
not connected with any other, which may be
considered as principal or accessary, like that
of the horse with the ass, or the goat with the
sheep; nor is it subject to a variety of races
like the dog ; it participates of many species,
yet essentially differs from all.  Let those who
would circumscribe the immensity of nature
into narrow systems, attend to this animal, and
they will find it surmounts their methodical ar-
rangements. In its extremities it has no re-
semblance to whole-hoofed animals, being
rather cloven-hoofed, and yet it does not re-
semble them fairly, because though it appears
to have but two toes, yet it has four concealed
within ; nor coes the hog resemble those which
have the toes separated, since he walks only
on two toes, and the other two are neither so
placed, nor extended sufficiently, to be made
use of in that respect. Shall we consider this
as an error in nature, and that these two toes
so concealed ought not to be reckoned? If so,
it should be remembered that this error is con-
stant: that besides, the other bones of the feet
do not resemble cloven-footed animals, and that
there ‘are striking diffcrences in many other

respects, for the latter have horns and no in-
cisive
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