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penetrate into His designs. Instead of con-
fining and limiting the powers of Nature, we
should extend them to immensity; we ought
to look on nothing as impossible, but that
every thing which may be, really has existence.
Ambiguousspecies, and irregular productions,
would then cease to surprise, and appcar
equally as necessary as others in the infinite or-
der of things; they fill up the intervals, form
the immediate points,and mark the extremities
of the chain. These beings present to the hu-
man understanding curious examples, where
Nature, appearing to act less conformably to
herself, makes agreater display of her powers,
and enables us to trace singular characters,
which indicate that her designs arc more ge-
neral than our confined vicws, and that if she
does nothing in vain, neither is she regulated
by the designs we attribute to her.

.Should we not reflect on this singular con-
formation of the hog? He appears not to
-have been formed on an original and perfect

~ plan, since heis composed of parts peculiar to
otheranimals,and has evidently partsof which
he makes no use, particularly the toes above
described, notwithstanding the bones are per-
fectly formed. Nature is therefore far from

being influenced by final causes in the confor-
' mation



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


