
2S8 BUFFON'

duces more light, and advantages than all the
final causes put together.
To the singularities already related we shall

add some others. The fat of the hog differs

from that of almost every other quadruped,

pot only in its consitence and quality, but its

position in the body of the animal. The fat

of man, and those animals which have no suet,

such as the dog, horse, &c. is pretty equally
mixed with the flesh; the suet of the sheep,

goat, deer, &c. is found only at the extremities

of the flesh; but the fat of the hog is neither

mixed with the flesh nor collected at its ex

tremities, but covers the animal all over, and

forms a thick, distinct, and continued layer be

tween the flesh and the skin. This peculiarity

also attends the whale, and other cetaceous

animals. A still greater singularity is, that the

hog never sheds any of his cutting teeth, like

man, the horse, ox, sheep, &c. but they con.

tiriue to grow during life. He has six cutting

teeth in the under jaw, and a corresponding

number in the upper, but, by an irregularity,

of which there is not another example in Na

ture, the bottom ones are of a very different

form from the upper, for instead of being

incisive and sharp, the latter are long, cylin

drical, blunt at the points, and form an angle

almost


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


