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NATURAL HISTORY. 201

vent them having notice of them by the smell,
which invariablymakesthem change theirroad.

The imperfections in the senses of taste and
feeling is still more augmented by a leprous
disease which renders him almost absolutely in=
sensible. This disorder proceeds perhaps less
from the texture of the skin and flesh of this
animal than from his natural filth, and thecor-
ruption which must result from the putrid food
which he frequently devours ; for the wild bear
who usually lives upon corn, fruits, acorns,
and roots, is not subject to this distemper, noris
the pig while it continues to suck. The dis-
order is only to be prevented in thedomestic hog
by keeping him in a clean stable and feeding
him with wholesome food : hisflesh will become
excellent and his fat firm and britile, if he is
kept for a fortnight or three weeks before he
is killed in a clean paved stable, witheut litter,
giving him no other food than dry wheat, and
letting him drink but little; for this purpose a
hog of about a year old and nearly fat should
be selected.

The usual method of fattening hogs; is to
give them plenty of barley, acorns, cabbages;
boiled peas, roots, and water mixed with bran.
In two months they are fat; their lard is thick
but neither firm nor white; and their flesh,

Pp2 thougy)



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


