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though good, is rather insipid. They may be
fattened at less expence in woody countries,
by conducting them into forests during autumn,
when acorns, chesnuts, beech-mast, must quit
their husks and fall from the trees. They eat
indiscriminately all wild fruits, and fatten in a
short time, especially if a little warm water
mixed with bran and pease-meal is given to
them every night on their return home; this
drink makes them sleep and augments their fat
to such a degree that they are sometimes un-
able to walk or scarcely move. They fatten
much the quickest in autumn, both on account
of the plenty of food and because they lose
much less by perspiration than in the summer
months.

It is not necessary in fattening the hog, to
wait, as with other cattle, until he is full
orown, for the older he is the more difficult it
isto fatten him,and his flesh decreasesin good-
ness with age. Castration, which should al-
ways precede fattening, is usually performed
when they are six months old, and either in
spring or autumn, as both heat and cold are
injurious to the healing of the wound. "W hen
this operatien is performed in the spring, they
are generally fit for fattening the following

antumn. They continue growing for four or
five
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