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five years, and even to that period it is not li-
mited, as boars kept for propagation sometimes
increase in size during the sixth, and the wild
boar is always larger in proportion to the num-
ber of his years: the life of which sometimes
extends to 25 or 30. According to Aristotle
hogs live twenty years, and both males and fe-
males are fertile till the fifteenth. They can
couple by the age of nine or twelve months,
but it is better to keep them separate until they
are cighteen months or two years. The sows
have but few young at the first litter, and those
are generally weak, even when a yearold; she
is at all times in season and solicits the male ; she
goes four monthsafter copulation, and litlers at
the beginning of the fifth ; she will receive the
malealmost immediately afterand consequently
bring forth twice in the year. The wild sow
has but one litter in the year, and as she per-
fectly resembles the domestic one in every other
respect, this difference may arise both {rom her
not having the same kind of nourishment, and
being obliged tosuckle her young much longer.
In fifteen days pigs are fit to kill; as many fe<
males are unnecessary, and as castrated hogs
bring most profit, it is customary not to leave
with the mother, after that period, more than
one or two females, and seven or eight males.
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