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furious against thieves as rapacious animals;
he attacks, wounds, and forces from them
what they were endeavouring to take away ;
but contented with having conquered, he will
lie down upon the spoil, nor even touch it to
satisfy his appetite ; giving at once an exame
ple of courage, temperance, and fidelity.
To determine the importance of this species
in the order of nature, let us suppose it ha;'d
never existed. Without the assistance of the
dog how could man havebeen able to tame and
reduce other animals to slavery? How could
he discover, hunt, and destroy noxious and sa-
vage beasts ? To preserve his own sa.feiy, and
to render himself master of the animated world,
it was necessary to make friends among those
animals whom he found capable of attachment
toopposethemto others ; and therefore the train-
ing of dogs seems to have been the first art in-
vented by man, and the fruit of that art was the
conquest and peaceable possession of the earth.
Almost all animals have more agility, swift-
ness, strength, and even courage than man.
Nature has furnished them better ; their senses,
but ab veall that of -melling, is more perfect.
To have gained overatractableand courageous
specie like the dog, was acquiring new senses
and faculties. The machines and instruments
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