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NATURAL HISTORY. S09

ever continue in this state only while they re-
main unacquainted with man, for if we ap-
proach wild ones with gentleness, they soon
grow tame, become familiar, and remain faith-
fully attached to their masters ; but the wolf
though taken young and brought up in the
house, is only gentle in his youth, never loses
his taste for prey, and sooner or later gives
himself up to his fondaness for rapine and de-
struction.

The dog may be said to be the only animal
whose fidelity will stand the proof’; who always
knows his master, and even his master’s
friends; who points out a stranger as soon as he
arrives; who understands his own name, and
knows the voices of the domestics ; who has
not confidence in himself alone; who, when he
has lost his master, will call upon him by his
cries and lamentations; who in long journeys,
and which he may have travelled but once, will
remember his way, and find out the roads ; in
fine, the dog is the only animal whose talents
arc cvident,and whose education is always suce
cessful. Of all animals he is also the most
susceptible of impressions, mosteasily modified
by moral causes, and most subject to alterations
caused by physical influences.  The tempera-
merlt, facultics, and habits of his body vary
- prodigiously,




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


