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prodigiously, and even his form is not uniform.
I the same country one dog is very different
from another, and the species seems quite
changed in different climates; from thence
spring the mixture and variety of races whicl
are so greal that it isimpossible to eiumerate or
describe them. From thesame causes arise that
great varicly so visible in the height, figure,
Iength of the snout, form of the head, length
and direction of the ears and tail, colour, qua-
Iity and quantity of hair, &c. so that there
scems to remain nothing con:tant in these ani-
mals but the conformity of their internal orga-
nization, and the faculty of procreating togc-
ther. And as those which differ most from
cach other can in‘ermix and produce fertile
ipdividuals, it is evident that dogs, however
greatly they may vary, nevertheless constitute
but one s;.ccies. But whatis most difficult to
ascertain in this numerous variely of races, is
the character of the primitive stock. Howare
we 1o distinguish the cffects produced by the
influcnce of the climate, food, &c.? How dis-
cover the changes which have resulted from an
intermixture among themselves, either in a
wild or domestic staie? Ail these causes will,
in time, alter the most permanent forms, and
the irmage of nawuic does not preserve its purity

in



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


