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sessing singular characters, or apparent varied

ties, they have been perpetuated by uniting

together those individuals, and not permitting
them to intermix with any others; as is done

in the present time, when we want to procure

a new breed of dogs, or other animals. Be

sides, though all the species were equally an

cient, yet the number of generations being ne

cessarily the greatest in those whose lives are

short, their varieties, changes, and even de.

generations, must have become more sensible,

since they must be further removed from their

original stock than those whose lives are

longer. Man is at present eight times nearer

o Adam than is the dog to the first of his

iace, because man lives to fourscore years, and

the dog to not more than ten. If, therefore,

from any cause these two species cqually de

generate, the alteration would be eight times

more conspicuous in the dog than in man.

Those whose lives are so short that they are

succeeded everyyearby anew generation, are in

finitely more subject to variations of every kind

than those which have longer lives. It is the

same with annual plants (some of which may
be said to be artificial or factitious), when corn

pared with other vegetables. W heat, for ex.

mpIc, 'as been o reaUy changed by man

that
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