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NATURAL HISTORY. 315

* Those domestic dogs which were abandoned
in the deserts of America, and have lived wild
for 150 or 200 years, though then changed
from their original breed, must notwithstand-
ing,in this long space oftime,have approached,
at least in part, to their primitive form, Tra-
vellers say that they resemble our greyhounds;
and they say the same of the wild dogs at
Congo, which like those in America,'aSSGmbIe
in packs to make war with lions, tigers, &c.
But others, without comparing the wild dogs of
St. Domingoto greyhounds, only say that they
have leng flat heads, thin muzzles, a ferocious
air, and thin meagre bodies; that they are ex-
ceedingly swift in the chace,hunt in perfection,
and are casily taken and tamed when young;
thus these wild dogs are extremely thin and
licht ; and as the common greyhound differs
but little from the mastiff, or what we call the
shepherd’s dog, it is not improbable that these
wild dogs are rather of those species than
real greyhounds; because on the other hand
more ancient travellers have said that the dogs
of Canada have ears erect like foxes, and
resemble our middle-sized shepherd-dogs;
that those of the Antille Isles had very
long heads and ears, and had very much
the appearance of foxes; that the Indians
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