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We may presume, therefore, and with some
degree of probability, that the shepherd’s dog
15 that which approaches nearest to the pri-
mitive race, since in all countries inhabited by
savages, or men balt civilized, the dogs re-
scimble this breed more than any other. On
the wholq continent of the New World, they
had but these aud no varieiy ; nor is there any
otiier to be found on the south and north ex-
tremities of our own continent ; and even in
France and other temperate climates, they are
stil! very numerous, though greater attention
has been paid to multiplying and rearing the
more beautiful, than the preservation of those

“which are most useful, and which have been
totally abandoned to the peasan(s who have the
care of our flocks. If we also consider that
this dog notwithstanding his ugliness, and his
wild and mclancholy look, is still superior in
instinct to il cthers, that be has a decided
character in which cducation has no share,
that he is the only thing born perfectly trained,
that guided by natural powers alonc, he ap-
plies himself to the care of our flocks, which
hie executes with singular assiduity, vigilance,
and fidelity, that he conducts them with an
admirable intelligence which has not Dbeen

communicated o him; that his talents astonish
at
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