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328 BUFFON’s

appetite. A bitch in season was put to him,
7

t : -he yw ‘ ‘m: * ~
but as bll.t W m'lL.I not remain near the fox, she
was chained in the same place and ple

nly of
food was given them. The fox neither bit
nor used her 1il, and during the ten days they
remained together, there was not the smallest
quarrel between them, neither night or day,
nor when they fed; he even approacbed her
fainiliarly, but as soon as he scented his com-
panion, the signs of desire disappeared, he re-
turned in a melancholy manner to his hut, and
no intercourse took place.  'When the ardour
of ihis bitch was gone, another and even a
third and fourth were put to him in the same
manner ; he treated them all with the same gen-
tleness and with the same indifference; to as-
cerlain whether it was natural repugnance, or
the state of restraint he was kept in, prevented
bis coupling, I had a female of his own spe-
cies brought to him, which he covered more
than once the same day, and upon dissecting
Lier a few weeks afterwards we found she was
impregnated, and would have produced four
young ones. 'The other male fox was succes-
sively presented with several bitches in season,
who were shut up with him in a close courts
yard, but he discovered neither hatred nor love

to them ; they had neither combats nor caressesy
and
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