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NATURAL IHISTORY. 3955

swhich in man occasion not any eminent or re-
markable quality, give to animals all their
merit, and produce asa cau:c all the talents
of which their natures are susceptible. I shall
not here take upon myself'to enumerate.all the
qualities of the sporting dogs; it is well known
how much the excellence of their sense ofsmel-
ing, together with their education, gives them
the supericrity over other animals ; but these
details belong only toa distant part of Natural
History. Besides the tricks and dexterify,
though proceeding from nature alone, made use
of by wild aiimals to elude the researches, or
to avoid the pursuit of the dogs, are perhaps
more wonderful than the most refined methods
practised in the art ofhunting.

The dog, as well as all animais which pro-
duce more than one or two at a fume, is not
perfectly formed at the time of its birth,
Dogss arec commonly whelped with their eyes
shut; the two eyelids are not only closed
together, but adhere by a membrane which
breaksaway as soon as the muscles of the upper
eye-lid acquire saflicient strength to raise it
and overcome this obsiacle, which commonly
happens about the tenth or twelfth day. At
this time the bones of the skull are not finished,
thebody and snout sweiled, and the whole form
incomplete ; but in less than two months they
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