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NATURAL HISTORY. T

distance, will come about it in numbers, and
by rubbing and passing and repassing over it
very soon destroy the plant. They do not
come to their full growth in less than fifreen
or cighteen months, but they are capable of
engendering before the end of the first year,
and they can procreate all their lives, which
seldom exceeds eight or nine years ; they are
notwithstanding, very lively and hardy, and
more nervous than most other animals which
live longer.

Cats can only chew slowly, and with diffi-
culty ; their teeth are so short and so badly
placed, that they ratherserve them to tear than
grind their food, and, thercfore, they always
give the preference to tender victuals; they
are very fond of fish, which they will eat either
raw or boiled ; they drink frequently ; their
sleep is not sound, and they often assume the
appearance of sleep for some artful design;
thecy walk gently, and without making any
noise. They are very cleanly, and as their coat
is always dry their hair easily electrifies, and
the sparks are seen to come from it merely by
rubbing the band across it in the dark. Their
cycs also sparkle in the dark like diamonds,
and secem to reflect in the night the light
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