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10 BUFFON’S

the upper point resembles a plumec of feathers.
They are very tame, and the Portuguese have
broucht them from Persia into the Indies.””
From this description it appears, that, except
in colour, these cats resemble those of Angora
(fig- 52.) It is probable, therefere, that the
cat of Chorazan, in Persia, and the cat of
Angora, in Syria, are of the same race, and
whose beauty proceeds from the particular in-
fluence of the climatc of Syria; in the same
manner as the Spanish cals (fig. 53.) which
are red, white, ard black, and whose hair is
soft and glossy, arc indebted for their Deauty
o the climate of Spain,

In general it may be remarked, that of all
the climates of the iniiabited globe, those of
Spain and Syria are the most favourableto these
beautiful varieties in nature. The sheep, goats,
dogs, cats, rabbits, &c. of those countries,
have the fiuest wool, the most beautiful and
longest hair, and the most agreeable and most
varied colours. Boththe hairandcolour of the
wild cat, like those of most other animals, are
coarse ; when tamed the former becomes more
soft and the latter more variegated, and in the
favourable climates of Chorazan and Syria,
the hair becomes more long, fine, and copious,
and the colours morc delicate; the black and
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