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18 BUFFON'S

which much resembles a wild cat. 'They call
it [laira in Guiana, and the natives therc eat
its flesh, which is white and palatable; I there-
fore suspect a mistake has been made in ifs
name, and that it is the Taira, a small martin,
of which notice is taken in the latier part of

this work.

CHAYP. 1I1I.

OF WILD ANIMALS.,

N the History of Man, and of Domestic
Animals, we have seen Nature solely as she

1s constrained ; we have rarely seen her perfect,
often altered and deformed, and always cither
surrounded with shackles orloaded with extra-
neous ornaments. We shall now behold her
decked out by simplicity alone, but more at-
tractive by her artless beauty, by her free air,
by the sprightliness of her movements, and by
all
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