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30 BUFFON’s

that yicld us full enjoyments, full of utilily,
and never to be exhausted. A taste for the
chace, fishing, gardening, and agriculture, is
thereforc natural to all men; and in societies
more simple than ours there subsists but two
orders both relative to this mode of life; the
nobles, whose employment iswar and hunting,
and the lower people whose sole office is the
cultivation of the earth.

In polished socicties, where every thing 1s
refined and broughtto perfection, to render the
pleasures of the chacemore livelyand delightful,
and to ennoble an exercise which is in itself no=
ble and beneficial, it has been formed into an
art. 'The chace of the stag requires a specics
of knowledge which can only be acquired by
expericnce; it supposes a royal assemblage of
men,horses,and hounds,all so practised,trained
and disciplined,as by their mutual intelligence
io contribute to one end. The huntsman
ought to be able to judge of the age and sex
of the animal. He should be able to distin-
guish exactly whetherthe stag which his hound
has harboured, be a brock, or a staggard ; whe-
ther it be a young stag, not passed his seventh
year, oran old one : the principal data to ob-
tain this knowledge from, are the print of his
foot, or his excrement. The foot of the stag

18




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


