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NATURAL HISTORY. 31

is better formed than that of the hind ; her leg*
is larger and ncarer to the heel. His stepsleave
rounder impressions, and are {further asunder ;
he walks more regularly, and brings the hind
foot exactly info the impression made by the
fore foot; wherecas the paces of the hind are
not only shorter, but her hind foot docs not so
regularly fall into the track of her fore foot.
A stag of the fourth head, that is, has acquired
his fourth horns are easily distinguished ; but it
requires much experience to know the foot of
a young stag from that of 2 hind. A stag of
six or seven years is s'iil more casily distin-
guished, for his fore feet are much larger than
his hind ones, and the older he grows the
thicker, or more worn, arc the sides of his feet;
the distance of his steps are also more regular,
his hind foot resting always with tolerable ex-
actness upon the track of his fore foot, unless
when they shed their horns, when the old stag
i1s as liable to mistake as the young ones,
though in a different manner, and with a regu-
larity unknown to the young stag or the hind,
for they rest the hind foot always at the side of
the fore one, and never cither beyond or with-

in that reach.
In

* By the /g is understood the two bones at the lower ex-
tremity behind the foot, which leave an impression upon the
ground as well as the foot.
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