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NATURAL HISTORY. 37

from the oak, and a black one from the elm,
or trembling poplars. It is also asscrted that
thehorns of the youngstags,whichave smoother
and unpearled, are not so much tinged as thosz
of the old ones, which are rongher, and covercd
with {hese pearlings, which retain the sap of
the tree. But I cannot be persuaded ihat this
is (he true cause, for | have had tame stags shut
up in inclosures, where there was not a single
tree, whose horns were, nevertheless, coloured
in the same manner as those of other stags.
Soon afler the stag (/i 54.) has polished
his horns he begins to fecl ah inclination for
the females, and in which respect the oldest are
most forward. By the end of August, or be-
ginning of September, they leave the coppice,
return to the forest, and begin to search out
for favourite hinds; ( fig. 53.) they cry with
a loud voice, their necks and throats swell,
they grow restless, and traverse the fallow
grounds and plains in open day, and they dart
their horns against the trees and hedges; in
word they scem transported with fury, and
range from place to place till they have found
their females, whom they then have to pursue
and overcome, as (he hind flies from him, and
never becomes subservient to his puassion until
she is subdued by fatigue: those hinds which
VOL. VI. G are
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