http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 41

prickets.  Though they grow very fasf, they
do not quit their mothers all the first suener.
In winter they all re-ort together, and iteir
herds are more numerous as the season is more
severe; in the spring they divide 3 the hinds
retiring to bring forth, and it is only the
prickets and young stags which then  keep:
together.  In general stags ave inclined  to
associale, andd it is only from fear ov necessity
that they are cver found dispersed. At iR
months the staos arceapable ofengenderiiig, for
those brought forth in the spring of the ;reced-
ing year will couple with the hinds inantamn,
and it is to he presumed that such copuiations
are prolific. If any thing cancreafe adeuhton
this subject, it is that the stags have uot then
attained more than half their growth, for they
continuc increasing in size till their eiohth year,
and to that period their horns continue to aug-
ment.  Bat itis to be observed that the young
fawns gain strength in a little time, that his
growth is very quick, both in the first and se-
cond years, and that it has already a redun-
dance of nourishment, Dbecause it shoots forth
its knchs, which are certain indications of its
ability to engender.  Animals in general, it is
true, are not in a condition to procreate till
they have ncarly acquired their full grawth ;
but
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