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ahd that no sort of nourishment taken by the

animal, provided he can draw out the organic

particles, and assimilate them io himself by

nutrition, can occasion any change upon his

form, and can have no effect but that of sup

porting, or adding to the growth of his body.

Of this we have a proof in those animals

which live solely upon herbage, who, though

a substance widely different from their own

bodies, draw from it every thing necessary to

constitute flesh and blood, and will even exceed

in bulk those who feed upon animal food. In

taking a more particular view of Nature we

find this is not always the case. Height, for

example, which is one ofthe attributes ofform,

varies in every species according to the differ

ence ofclimate; as do the quantity and quality

of the flesh, two other attributes. of form, ac

cording to the different kinds offood. This or

garic matter, therefore, which the animal assi

milates to its body by nutrition, is not abso

ln.ely indifferent to the reception ofthis or tliat

modification: it is not deprived of its original

figure; it continues to act in its own form, and

though this action be almost imperceptible,

yet, in process of time, it necessarily produces

very sensible effects. The stag, who inhabits

the forests, and lives only upon wood, pro

duces a species of trees, which is nothing

more
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