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52 BUFFON’S

¢ontain in their cavitics a bone, which serves
to support them; they never fall off but con-
tinuc to increase during the life of the animal,
and will assist in determining its age, by the
number of annual rings. Instead of growing
like those of the stag, from the upper extre-
mity, they grow like mails, feathers, and hair
from the lower extremity, Thusitis also with
the tusks of the elephant, sca-cow, boar, and
all other animals; they are hollow within, and
grow only from the lower extremity. These
horns or tusks have therefore no more resem-
blance than nails, hairs, or feathers, to the
horns of the stag.

Allvegetation is reducible then to threckinds ;
the first is, when the growth proceeds from the
superior extremity, as in herbs, plants, trees,
-and the antlers of stags; the second, when it
is made from the inferior extremity, as in
horns, claws, nails, hair, scales, tusks, teeth,
feathers, and other cxterior parts of animal
bodies; the third when the growth advances
from both extremitics at the same time, as in
bones, cartilages, muscles, tendons, and other
internal parts of animals. Ofall three the prox-
imate cause is the superabundance of organic
nourishment, and the only effect, the assimila-

tion of that nourishment, to the mould wherein
it
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