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5 BUFFON’S

Thus does this animal pass his whole lif¢ int
alternate plenty and want, vigour and inani-
tion, health and sicknessy without having his
constitution much affected by the violence of
{hose exiremes ; nor is the duration of his life
inferior to those animals which are not subject
to such vicissitudes. Ashe is five or six years
in growing, so he lives seven times that num-
ber, or from 35 to 40 years. What has been
reported of the prodigious longevity of the
stag has no foundation, being only a pepular
prejudice, which took place in the days of
Aristotle, and which he did not consider as
probable, because, as he observes, neither the
time of gestation nor of growth, indicated long
life. Notwithstanding this authority, which
ought to have abolished the prejudice, it was
again renewed in the days of ignorance, and
supported by the story of a stag which was
taken by Charles VI. in the forest of Senlis,
with a collar upon his neck, bearing the in-
scriprion *¢ Casar hoc me donavit;” and the
people rather choose to believe this stag had
lived a thousand years, and had received his
collar from a Roman Emperor, than that he
came from Germany, where the izmperors yet

assume the name of Ceasar.
The
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