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NATURAL HISTORY. . 8§

that nothing disquiets or terrifics him; he is
thereforecasily surprised, and being loaded with
fat cannot long maintain the chace; but when
reduced to an extremity he is dangerous, and
will attack the dogs with a kind of fury. He
seldom drinksin the winter and not at allin the
spring, the dew with which the tender grassis
surcharged being then sufficient ; but in the
heat of summer, he has recourse to brooks,
marshes and fountains, and in rutting time he
is so overheated that le searches every where
for water, not only to appease his immoderate
thirst, but to bathe himself and refresh his
body. Ieswimsmuch better at thisthanatany
other time becauseof his fat, which is specifi-
cally lighter than an equal quantify of water.
Ile has been seen to cross large rivers; it has
even been asserted that, aliured by the scent of
the hinds in rutting time, stags will throw
themsclves into the sea, and pass trom one is-
land to another at the distance of several
leagues. They leap still better than they swim,
for when pursued they casily clear a fence or
hedge of six feet high. 'Their aliment difers
according to the seasons: In autumn, after the
ruiting season, theyscarchout the buds of green
shrubs, the flowers of the heath, brambles, &c.
in the winter, during snow, they peel the hark
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