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63 BUFFON’s

with much resolution: these contests generally
occur from a wish they both have of grazing
upon some particular spot. ILach of these
partics has its own chief, namely, the oldest
and strongestin the herd. Theselead on to the
engagement, and the rest follow under their di-
rection. Their combats are singular, from the
conduct by which their ctiorts seem to be re-
ogulated ; they attack with order, and support
the assault with courage ; mutually assist each
other, retire, rally, and never yield the victory
upon a single defeat 5 for the battle 1s daily re-
newed till the weakest party are quite defeated,
from which time they are obliged to retive {o
some secluded partofthe park, and be contented
with the worst pasturage. They love clevated
and hilly countries. W hen hunted they do not
fly far before the hounds, like the stag, but
study entirely how to escape from the dogs by
stratagem ; when pressed and heated they will
plungeinto thewater,though itis very rare that
they will take to a great river. In the chace,
thercfore, between the fallow-ueer and the stag,
there is no essential difference ; their instincts
and artifices arc the samie, though more put into
praciice by the former; which, together with
the lightness of his step, render it more dlﬂicult
for the dogs to avoid being deceived.
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