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"6 BUFFON’S

antlers; these they shed at the lafter end of
autumn, aud have them renewed during the
winter ; ditfering in this from the stag, who
sheds them inspring, and renews them in the
summer. Several causes contribute to produce
these different effects.  In summer, the stag
{akes a great quantily of nourishment, and
erows very fat; in the rutling scason he ex-
hausts himself so much that the whole winter
is not more than suflicien! to cffect his recovery.
At this time, so far from there being a super-
abundance of nourishment, he experiences an
absolute scarcity, and of course his horns can-
not sprout till spring, when his nourishment
is again superabundant. The roe-buck, on
the contrary, who never exhausts himself so
much, has less occasion for repair; and as he
is never incumbered with fat, nor anychangeis
madein him during the time of tlie rut, being
always nearly the same,so he bas, at all times,
the same superfluity; so that even in winter,
and soon after the rut, he sheds and renews
his horus 5 and it appears that these produc-
tions, which may be termed vegetable ones,
arc formed of an organic aud superfluous mat-
ter, though still imperfeet, and mixed with
inanimate particles ; since in their growth and
substance they preserve the vegetable qualities
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