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whereas the seminal fluid, whose production i

not so early, is a matter altogether organic,
divested of inanimate particles,and assimilated

to the body of the animal. When the roe

buck has completely repaired his horns, he rubs

them against the trees in the same manner as

the stag, in order to strip them of the skin

with which they are covered : and this he ge

nerally does about March, before the trees

begin to shoot; hence it is not the sap of the

wood which tinges the horns of the buck;

yet they are brown in those that have brown

hair, and yellow when the animal is red, con

sequently the colour of the horns arises solely,

as has already been remarked, from the nafure

of the animal, and the impression of the air

The second horns of the we-buck have ge

ncra1ly two or three antlers on each side; the

third have three or four; the fourth, five; and.

they seldom have more; and the old ones are

distinguished by the thickness of their stems.

While their horns ate soft they are extremely

sensible ofpain. Ofthis I witnessed a striking

proof. With a ball from a gui the young

shoot of a roe-buck's horn was taken clear off,

and by which he was so stunncd that he fell

down as if he were dead; the shooter, who was

near, seized him by the foot, but the animal

VOL. v. M suddenly


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


