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NATURAL HISTORY. iy

1t is easy toaccount for this effect, which atfirst.
appears so singular, but which ceases to be so
when we reflect, that the horns which grow
upon this eminence must press upon it during
the whole time of their growth, which is for
scveral months in the year; therefore, however
hard they may be thcy must continually lower
and contract by the compression which is reite-
rated every time the roe-buck repairs his horas.
This is likewise the rcason that, though the
trunk continues to increase in thickness as the
animal advances in years, yet the height of the
korns, and number of branches, diminish so
much, that when he arrives at a great age there
remain only two large prickets, or fantastic
and ill-shaped knobs.

As the female goes only five months and a
kalf with young, and as the growth of the
fawn is more rapid than that of the young stag,
so is his life much shoxter; and I do not be-
lieve it ever extends beyond twelve or fifteen
years. I have reared scveral, but could never
keep any above five or six years. They are
very delicate in choosing their food, require
much air, exercise, and space to range in,
which is the rcason they cannot sustain the in-
conveniences of a domestic life, but in their
younger years ; for a roe-buck to live at his

ease



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


