ttp://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAIL HISTORY. S7

THE HARE.¥

THE species of animals which are most
numerous are not the most useful. Nothing
can be more noxious than the multitudes of
rats, mice,locusts, caterpillars,and many other
insects, of which it would scem that Nature
rather admitted thanordained theextraordinary
increasc. But those of the hare and rabbit are
advantageous (o us both from the number and
utility. Hares are abundantly spread over the
face of the earth ; and rabbits, though origin-
ally natives of particular climates, multiply so
prodigiously in almost every place to which
they are transported, that instcad of being ex-
tirpated, no small art is required in order fo
diminish their too-often inconvenient number.
When we reflect on the astonishing fecundity
of each particular specics, on the quick and
prodigious multiplication of certain animals

| which

* In French k fiewe-, in Greek Aarids ; in Latin /epus; in
Btalian lpre ; Spanish licbre ; Portuguese lebre ; German bases
Swedish bare; Dutch base ; Polish lajonz 3
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