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88 BUFFON’S

which come into existence, as it were, to de-
solate the ficlds and ravage the carth, we are
astonished they do not oppress Nature with
their numbers, and after having devoured her
productions become themselves victims to the
destruction they have made.  VWe cannot
view without terror those thick clouds, those
winged phalanxes of famished insects which
scem to menace the whole globe, and whether
lighting on the fruitful plains of Egypt, or of
India, in an instant destroy the labours and
hopes of a whole people; and sparing neither
grain, fruit, herbs, nor leaves, strip the carth
of its verdue, and change the-richest countries
intobarren desarts. 'Webehold rats descending
from the northern mountains, in innumerable
multitudes, rushing like a deluge of living
matter, overflow the plains, spread themselves
over the southern provinces, and after having
destroyed in their passageevery thing thatlives,
or vegetates, finish their carcer with infecting
the earth and air with their putrid carcases.
‘Webehold in the southern regions myriads of
ants issuing from the desarts, which, like an
exhaustless torrent, arrive in thick and suc-
cessive columns, take possession of every spot,
drive away menand animals from their habita-
tions, and never retire till they have caused g
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