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general devastation. And in those times when

man himself was but hall'civilized) and subject

to all the laws and evcii excesses of Nature,

were there not similar mu ndtions of the

hu-manspecies ? Have there not. been Normans,

Huns, and Go!hs, whole natliotis, or rather

tdbes ofanimal iie:tring the human form with-

out dwellings, and without d itiiict ion, who

have suddenly rushed from their caves, and

marched in twnultuous herd.-,, and 'without

any force but what consists in numbers, over

thrown empires, destroyed niaiuns, arid JjaVjjj,r

ransacked the earth, concluded by rcpeophing

it. with a race not less barbarous than them-

selves?

These aras, these great events, though so

strongly marked in the History of Mankind,

ttre yet only slight vicissitudes in the ordinary

course of animated nature, which is in general

always uniform and the same; its movements

are regulated by two unchangeable wheels;

the one, unbounded fecundity ofevery species;

(he other, the innumerable causes of dcstruc

Lion which are perpetually reducing the pro

(I uce ofthat fecti nd ity to a detcrm iu ate measure,

so as to preserve nearly the same number of

individuals in each species. And as these mul.

tit ud I1ll)1IS animals, which Li ppear suddenly,

disappear in the same uiauner, without aug

ment ip
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