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one country is overstocked with inhabitants
they diffuse themselvesover other countries, or
destroy each other, and not unfrequently esta-
blish laws and customs calculated to preventan
excess of multiplication. Inclimatesof exube-
rant fertility, as China, Ecypt,and Guiaea,
they banish, mutilate, drown, or sell their in-
fanis ; in Catholic countries they condemn them
to perpetual celibacy. Those whoactually exist
find no difliculty in arrogating to themselves
the disposal of the rights of those who have
no existence. Considering themselves as ne-
cessary, they annihilate contingent beings, and
scruple not to suppress fiture generations for
their own ease and convenicnce. Mankind,
without perceiving it, treat their own species
exactly in the same manner as they do other
animals ; they cherish and multiply, orneglect
and destroy them, according as it suits their
purpose ; and as all moral effects depend upon
physical causes, which ever since the earth
assumed its form, are fixed and permanent, it
follows that in the human, as well as in the

other

page 26 of this volume, that any thing further than repeat-
ing his own observation must be unnecessary ; for he there
says, that, in process of time, we may reasonalbly suppose the sur-
Saceof the earth will be equally inbabited,” which is surely impos-
sible without considerable increase,
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