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rabbit, which comes originally from the hot
countries, and is never found very far to (he
north ; whereas the hare is always fatter in
proportion to the coldness of the coantry whick
he inhabits.

The flesh of this animal, though 0 much
esteemed at the tables of Iluropeans, is not at
all relished by the eastern nations. Ii is Lrue
that the flesh of the hare, as well as that of the
hog, was forbidden as food by the law of Mas
homet and the ancient Jewish law ; but the
Grecks and Roinans held it in as great estima-
tion as we do, ¢ Inter gnadrupedes gloria pris
ma lepus,” says Martial. In fact, both the
flesh and the biood of this animai is excellent ;
but the fat adds nothing to the delicacy of the
flesh ; for the hare, when at its liberty in the
open country, never grows {at ; whereas he often
dies with the excess of it when reared in a house.

The chace of the hare is an amusement, nay
often the principal occupation of people in the
country. As it requires but litile apparatus
and expence, and is even useful, it is an amuse-

ment universally agreeable. The hunier in the
mornings and evenings watches at the corner
of some wood for the hares going out or return-
ing; and in the day he seeks to dislodge them
from their form. YW hen the air is fresh and the

sun
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