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a certain author®,the fruit would be, ciiclens
covered with hair, or rabbils covered with fea-
thers! This strange conclusion was drawn trom
the act of a vicious male rabbit, who being
unaccommodated with a female, made use of
a hen as he might have done any other move-
able : nor was there the least probability to
expect any product from two animals whose
species were so distant, since nothing results
from an union between the hare and rabbit,
which seem so nearly to approach cach other.
The fecundity of the rabbit-is even greater
than that of the hare; and without crediting
Wotton’s assertion, that a single pair being left
upon an island, multiplied to six thousand at
the end of a year ; it is certain that they ins
crease so prodigiously, in countries which are
proper for their breed, that the earth cannot
supply them with suflicient subsistence. They
destroy herbs, roots, grains, frui’s, and even
voung trees and shrubs ; and if it were not for
dogs and ferrets, they would reduce the coun-
try to a desart. 'The rabbit not only pro-
duces more frequently and in greater numbers
than the hare, but it has more ways to escape
its enemics, and to avoid the sight of man.
The holes which it digs in the ecarth, where
it retires in the day, and where it brings
forth

+ See a French Tract entitled, L’Art d’Llever les Poulets.
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