
NATU1tAL HISTORY. 111.

Like the doe hare she hasa double matrix, and

consequently may produce at two difThrent

times. It appears, however, that super-fceta
lions are less frequent in this species than in

that of the hare, which is perhaps owing to

the females heino' more constant, and because

they copulate less out of season. A few days

before brioging forth they dig a fresh burrow,

not in a straight line, but in a crooked direc

tion, at the bottom of which they make an

excavation; after which they tear a quantity

of hair from off their bellies, and with it make

a bed for their little ones. For the first two

days they never quit them ; they never stir

abroad but when forced by hunger, and then

return as soon as they have satisfied their ap

petite, which they (10 amazingly quick. Thus

they tend and suckle their young for more than

six weeks, during which lime the buck has

no knowledge ofthem, for lie never enters the

burrow dug by the (Toe; and she frequently,

when she leaves her little ones, stops U the en

trance to it with earth saturated with her own

urine. But when they begin to come to the

month of the hole, and to cat groundsel, and

other herbs, which the mother picks out, lie

then begins to know them; he lakes them be

tween his paws, endeavours to smooth their

hi-air
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