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NATURAL HISTORY. 115

CHAPTER 1V.

OF CARNIVOROUS ANIMALS.¥

HITHERTO we have only treated of
uscful animals. 'Thosc which seem inju-
rious are a far greater number; and {houngh it
universally appears that what is hartful exis!s
in greater plenty than what is serviceable, yet,
as in the physical world, evil is subservient (o
good, for there can in fact, be no cvil, since
nothing, ineffect, injures Nature: Ifto destroy
animated beings is hurtful, is not man who is
considered as forminga part of the generalsys-
tem of ihose beings, the most injarious and per-
nicieus of them? He alone sacrifices and an-
nihilates more living individuals than 21l the
carnivorous fribes.  INo further, then, are they
injuricus than because they are the rivals of
man, Lecause they have the same appetiles,
ihe same fondness for antinal food ; and be-
cause (o satisfy a want of the most urgent ne-
cessily, they occasionally dispuie with him
that

% This division 1s according to the last Paris edition of Buf-

fon, We apprize the reader of this, because he wiil find
included under the denomination of carnivorous animals,
some, which he may probably have been accustomed te

refer to a different species,
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