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5 BUTFFON’S

that prey which he had reserved for hisown ex-
esses; for we sacrifice more to our intempe-
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rance than toour real wants. Born to destroy
thosc beings which are subordinate, we should
exhaust Nature if she were not exhaustless,
and by a fertility superior to our depredations,
renovales the destruction we continually make.
But it is so ordained that death should contri-
bute tolife, and that reproductionshounld spring
from destruction. However great, therefore,
may be the waste made by man and carnivo-
rous animals, the total quantity of living mal-
ter is never diminished, and if they hasten
deaths they are alsothe causc of new births be-
ing produced. _

Largeanimals form but the smailest part of
animated nature. The earth swarms with the
smaller kinds.  Each plant, each grain, each
particle of organic matter, contains millions
oflivine atoms.  Vegetables appear to be the
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first fund for subsisting Nature; but this furd,

fane
however abundant and inexhaustible, would
havdly be sufficient for the still moere abundant
tribes of insce!s. Their increase, altogether
as numerous, and often more quick, than the
reproductionof plants, is asaflicient indication
of thelr superior numbers,  Plauts are only
reproduced once a year, whereas in insects,
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