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Animals, those at least 'which have senses, and

are composed of flesh and blood, are, like us,

capable of pleasure, and subject to pain; it

is, therefore, a cruel insensibility to sacrifice,

without necessity, those who approach or live

with us, and whose feelings are reflected by

the signs of pain; for by those, whose nature

is very different to ours, we can be but little

affected. Natural pity is grounded on the re

lations we have with the object that suffers, and

it is more or less lively as the resemblance and

conformity ofthe structure is more or less great.

The word compassion indicates that we suffer,

that we are acted upon. The mind partakes

'less of this p1y than the body ; and animals

are susceptible of it as well as man; the voice

of pain moves them, they run to the assistance

of each other, and they shrink from the dead

carcase of one of their own species. Thus

horror and pity are less passions of the mind

than natural affections, which depend on the

sensibility ofthe body, and on the similitude of

its conformation; therefore this sentiment must

diminish in proportion as the nature of one

animal differs from that of another. When

we strike a dog, or kill a Lamb, it excites some

pity; but none do we feel in cutting down a

tree, or swallowing an oyster. In fact, can it

be
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