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NATURAL HISTORY. 121

this respect how great is the difference between
the civilized man and the savage? In the like
manner it is with animals ; those that live in a
domestic state, by their intercoursewith man
have their feelings improved ; while those
who remain wild possess only the sensibility
they inherit from Nature, which is often more
certain, but always less in quantity than thae
which is acquired.

Besides, if we consider sentiment as a natu-
ral faculty,independent ofthe movements which
it necessarily produces, we may still be able to
estimate and determine its different degrees by
physical relations, to which sufficient attention
does not seem to have been hitherto paid. Be-
fore the highest degrec of sentiment can existin
an animated body it is nccessary that this body
should form a whole, not only sensible ip all
its parts, but so composed that all these parts
should have an intimate correspondence with
each other, insomuch that one cannot be agi-
tated without communicating a portion of that
agitation to all the rest. It is also necessary
there should be one common centre in which
the agitations may terminate, and on which the
reaction of every movement may be performed.
Thus man, and those animals which resemble
him most in.organization, will be the most sen-

sible
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