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sensitive system are exercised. The dia-
phragm, in a transverse form, divides the body
mto two equal parts, of which the superior con-
tains the heart and lungs, and the inferior the
stomach and the intestines. This membrane is
possessed of the utmost sensibility ; it is alsoso
necessary for the propagation and communica-
tion of feeling, that the slightest injury of itis
always accompanied with convulsions, and
often with death. Thebrain, which is consider-
ed as the seat of sensation, is not, therefore, the
centre of sentiment, since it may be wounded,
and even parts of it removed without causing the
death of the animal. Let us then distinguish
sensation from sentiment. Sensation is nothing
more than an agitation or impression on the
scnse, whereas sentiment is this very sensation
rendered agreeable or disagrecable by the pro-
pagation of the agitation through the sensitive
system, for the essence of sentiment, its sole
characteristic is pleasure or pain, and all other
movements, notwithstanding they pass within
us, are totally indifferent, nor do they affect
us. It is onsentiment that the whole exterior
movements, and the exercise of animal force
depend ; it acts only in proportion as it feels,
and the very part which we consider as the
eentre of sentiment is also the centre of force.
A slight
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