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NATURAL IISTORY, 152

the former by the motion of the heart and
tungs, by the action of the blood in the arte-
ries, and also by that of exterior causes onthe
organs of sense) certain it is that the nerves
and membranes are the only sensible part of
the animal body. The blood, the lymph, the
fat, the bones, the flesh, and all other solids
and fluids, are of themselves insensible; the
brain is asoft and unelastic substance, and on
that account incapable of producing or pro-
pagating the vibrations of sentiment.

What may have given rise to the opinion
that the brain was the seat of sensation, and the
centreof sensibility, is the circumstance that the
nerves, which are the organs of sensation, ter-
minate in the brain; for which reason it was
considered as the only part that could receive
every agitation or impression. This supposi-
tion appeared so simple, and so natural, that
no atlention was paid to the physical impossi-
bility that attends it, though abundantly evi-
dent; for how is it possible that a soft and in-
sensible substance should not only .receive im-
pressions, but retain them for a length of
time, and propagate all their agitations over
the solid and sensible parts ? Perhaps it will be
answered after Descartes and Peyronie, that it
is not in the brain, but in the pineal gland that
this principle of sensation resides; but it is
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