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ing whether those functions cannot be exer-
cised by other beings though deprived of those
organs ; insomuch that in all the explications
rclative to the animal economy, we labour
under the doubledisadvantage of first engaging
in a complicated subject, and thenreasoning on
it without the assistance of analogy. Through
the whole course of this work we have fol-
lowed a different method ; constantly compar-
ing Nature with herself, we have considered
her relatively and in her most distant ex-
tremes ; and it will beeasily perceived that, after
all our labour to remove false ideas, destroy
prejudices, and to separate realities from arbi-
trary opinions, the only art we have employed
is comparison. If we have been enabled to
throw any light upon these subjects, less is to
be attributed to genius than method, and
which we have endeavoured to render as gene-
ral as our knowledge would permit.

Having hitherto avoided giving gencral ideas,
until we bad presented the results of particular
operations, we shall now content ourselves with
collecling certain facts, which will suffice to
prove that man, in a state of nature, was not
calculated to live upon herbage, grain, or
fruits; but that at all times with the greafest
part of other animals, he sought to feed on
YOL. VI, {1 flesh,
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